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NEXT CLUB MEETING: JUNE 18th 2025 
BLACK BEAR DINER 
2401 EAST HARBOR 
VENTURA CA 93003 

 
Social and Dinner: 6:00 PM 
Meeting: 6:30 PM 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By club president 

Delbert Stewart 
 
Greetings and salutations! 
We are halfway through June, and summer is officially knocking. Ocean water 
sampling results are looking good — and the red tide? According to the 
Ventura County Resource Management Agency, Oxnard is good to go, and the 
bloom appears to have moved further south. 

But as always, seeing is believing. If any of you have been out to the beach or 
in the water recently, I would truly appreciate hearing what you are seeing. I have not been diving locally for a 
bit, so please send me an email or post your observations on Facebook. It helps keep everyone informed. 

Happy Father’s Day! 
A big shoutout to all the dads out there. Whether you taught your kids how to clear a mask or simply shared 
your passion for diving — thank you. Your sense of adventure and love for the ocean lives on through every dive 
we take. 
A good dad lets you fall, but he is always there to make sure you get back up — stronger, wiser, and ready for 
the next adventure. Just the right amount of tough love. Kind of like getting your ass wiped by a wave and your 

 

Photo: Franklin Murphy 

https://blackbeardiner.com/location/ventura/
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buddy just watching, making sure you have the skills to get yourself out of trouble. Crawl out, get up, and dive 
again. 

Club Recap — May and June: 
The club has been very active this cycle. We kicked things off with Nicholas Canyon — the dive was a no-go, 
but the surf was up, so if surfing is your thing, it was still a good day out. 

Next came Palos Verdes and the Scuba Show weekend. Our Palos Verdes dive was moved to Veterans Park, 
and the conditions were excellent. I was recently informed there is an artificial reef out there known as the 
Toilet Graveyard — let us get that added to our calendar! 

We also had a strong presence at this year’s Scuba Show on both Saturday and Sunday. Channel Islands Divers 
were out there representing, and we had a fine time. 

Then we ventured down to Laguna Beach — fascinating reefs, warm welcomes, and all-around great SoCal 
dive vibes. This one is definitely worth a return visit. 

Looking Ahead: 
Now we are venturing into kayak diving! This Sunday, June 22, we will host an Introduction to Kayak Diving to 
get us all prepped for some awesome summer dives — and yes, lobster season is just around the corner. And 
these kayak divers always get limits…I am really looking forward to this diving chapter.  

Then on Friday, July 5, we will visit a local favorite: Leo Carrillo. Easy parking ($10), showers, and restrooms 
make it a great beach day. I will bring my lunch and plan to chill on the beach after the dive. So pack a picnic, 
bring your family and friends, and let us enjoy a little sunshine and fun — with a dive to start the day right. 

After that, we head down to San Diego, August 2–3, for a weekend of diving. Saturday we plan to dive the Yukon 
and the El Rey with Seahorse Charters. Sunday will be dedicated to local shore dives. We might line up an 
Airbnb with a pool and hot tub, possibly a BBQ, and definitely some great local food. We will make it up as we 
go, and it is going to be awesome. 

So here is the bottom line: 
If you want to dive, there will be plenty of opportunities. Just hit me up. Whether you know anyone in the club 
personally or not, you are welcome to join us. That is one of the great benefits of this group — we dive with new 
people and explore new spots.  

And if you are more into boat dives or tropical waters — do not forget our monthly meeting! This month we 
welcome Reuven Banks from the board of Sunflower Laboratories. He is an expert speaker, and his last 
presentation on sunflower stars was extremely well done. On point all the way though. A sharp guy and a great 
communicator. Fascinating visuals and cools stiokers for your water jugs… — you will want to catch this one. 

Looking forward to seeing you all this Wednesday at the club general meeting.. And remember, this month is 
progressive so bring our old tickets! 

Thank you! 

~Del 
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June Speaker 

Reuven Banks 
 

Reuven Bank is an interdisciplinary marine 
conservation professional.  He works as an interpretive diving 
ranger for the National Park Service (what a job!) and is the current 
Board Chair for Sunflower Star Laboratory, a California-based 
conservation aquaculture nonprofit dedicated to restoring the 
critically endangered sunflower star and building kelp forest 

resilience with 
coastal 
communities. 
Reuven is also 
Digital Media 
Manager for 
the Western Flyer 

Foundation (the 
Western Flyer is the 

boat that carried John Steinbeck and marine biologist Ed 'Doc' 

https://www.sunflowerstarlab.org/
https://www.westernflyer.org/
https://www.westernflyer.org/
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Ricketts on their 1940 voyage to Baja immortalized in their Log 
from the Sea of Cortez). 

 

Sunflower stars are charismatic, 
vibrant megafauna, who serve a 
crucial role in kelp forest 
ecosystems. Boasting up to 24 
arms and weighting as much as a 
small dog (!), they're capable of 
sprinting up to a meter a minute 
on their 15,000 tube feet. Their 
favorite food? The purple sea 
urchin, whose overpopulation is 
decimating kelp forests along our 
coast. Even just the presence of 
a sunflower star can cause 
urchins to avoid an area of kelp. 
In 2013, the sunflower star population crashed due to a wasting 
disease and warmer waters, leading to a huge increase in urchins. 
The Sunflower Star Laboratory's mission is to bring back the 
sunflower star and restore balance in the kelp.  
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RAFFLE WINNERS 
May 21st 2025 
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WE WENT 

TO THE 

SCUBA 

SHOW! 

 

We met up, we went to seminars, we looked at gear 
(purchases were made), we hung out at lunch, we 
socialized, we won prizes, we got silly at the photo 
booth, we met new friends, we went diving, we learned 
about even more cool places to dive, we had a good 
time! 

 

 

First Timers: Jim and Jackie Worden, Melissa 
Kemmann, Tyler Buckingham 

Returnees: Mike Malone, Laura Forsyth, Eric Taylor, 
John and Melissa Wolfe, Rob Johnson, Del Stewart, 
Steve Lancaster, Fahmy Fahmy, Dale Burrows, 
Danny Graham, Alex Wied, Stella Vacaro, Joe 
Hennessey, Mike Frabasilio, Tony Frabasilio, 
Heather Moine, Donnie Lockwood, and Dan 
Perdue.  
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$810 Non-Diver 

Intro to Kayak diving event 

Event Details: 

• Location: Kiddie Beach – 2721 
Victoria Ave, Oxnard, CA 93035 

• Date & Time: Sunday, June 22nd at 
8:00 AM 

• Event post 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kiddie+Beach+Park,+2721+Victoria+Ave,+Oxnard,+CA+93035/@34.1594859,-119.2247551,686m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x80e84e24eb6b34ad:0x2e69d127d86f67be!8m2!3d34.1597058!4d-119.2219986!16s%2Fg%2F11bvthkh34?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYxMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/events/1330070331391040/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
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Dive Report - Channel Islands Divers 
 
Date and Time: May 24th, 2025, 8:00 AM 
Location:Nocholas Canyon County Beach, Malibu 
Weather Conditions: Sunny  
Surf Conditions: 3-4 ft waves, Water Temp: 57°F 

 

 
 

Dive Report - Channel Islands Divers   
  
Date and Time: June 1st, 2025 8:00 AM 
Location:  White Point, Palos Verdes 
Weather Conditions: Sunny  
Surf Conditions: 1 ft. Surf 

 
 With the swell up, I wasn’t very hopeful for a successful beach 
diving adventure, but I truly believe that if you don’t go, you don’t 
know. As I drove into the parking lot it was busy with surfers 
suiting up. Not a good sign. I parked and went to the cliff edge 
to check diving conditions. To my surprise Andrew Park, a new 
CID member, walked up. We both decided diving wasn’t in the 
cards that morning but had a wonderful time getting to know 
one another. I think this is a great part of the whole CID club 
experience, getting like-minded people together to tell stories 
and have fun. Andrew was much smarter than I was, as he 
brought his surfboard as a backup plan. Another adventure in 
the books. 

 

We were very excited to be able to dive in a new spot and go to the SCUBA show in Long Beach. Delbert 
Stewart, Melanie Kemmann and Rob Johnson left Oxnard at 6am to meet up with Dale and Marci Burrows, 
and Eddie in Palos Verdes to dive White Point.  
White Point and Malaga Cove are really the only access points to dive this rocky part of the Palos Verdes 
coastline. We pulled into the parking lot at White Point and we were greeted by a very low tide, lots of 
scary looking rocks at the entry spot and thick kelp at another possible entry location. Bummer, the spot 
looks like it has a lot of potential, but the amount of work to dive wasn’t worth it. As a group, we decided 
to go to Veteran’s Park in Redondo Beach, about 20 minutes away, knowing we could get in the water. 
Conditions were good and off we went.  
We had a wonderful dive, good visibility and saw lots of interesting critters. Check out Melanie’s video on 
Facebook for a few of the standouts. After the dive, we headed to Long Beach and met up with more of 
the CID family. Laura Forsyth, Eric Taylor, Mark Thompson, and Jim and Jackie Worden. Lots of fun all day. 
Can’t wait for Laguna Beach!  

Veterans Park 

https://islandpackers.com/
https://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/
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Fabulous Time in Laguna 
 

Finally! I made it out to Laguna Beach. It has been 

about two years since I first spotted this California 

gem, and now I am here with my gear and ready to 

explore it. 

Not a big club turnout—it was just Eduardo Salazar, and his sister Gabbie also attended. However, 

Gabbie had her own agenda: beach and brunch. 

Finding free parking can be challenging. All the locals had those spots taken, so I opted for the 

$2.50/hour parking along Heisler Park. If you plan to come out and want free parking, arrive no later 

than 8 a.m. 

Eddie and I geared up and made our way down the 

path through Heisler Park to Picnic Beach. The path 

was paved all the way and totally manageable with 

gear. The ocean was calm, with slow-rolling waves 

around 2 to 3 feet. We decided to make our way 

along the shore to enter at Diver’s Cove, about fifty 

yards away from Picnic Beach. The natural shape of 

the cove reduced the surf to an easy 1 to 2 feet, 

making for a very comfortable and smooth entry. 

There were lots of free divers in the water. 

Our dive plan was to explore the kelp bed at the southwest end of Diver’s Cove, then navigate east to 

the kelp patch east of Picnic Beach, and finally take a northwest heading to exit at Picnic Beach. At 

least, that was the plan. Visibility was low and the water a bit murky, but we successfully explored 

both kelp patches. However, I overshot the exit,      and we ended up back at Diver’s Cove. But, I am 

still counting it as two notches in the belt—Diver’s Cove and Picnic Beach.  

A cool aspect of the dive was navigating through a 

maze of large boulders and crevices, which 

contributed to my sense that we were farther east 

than we actually were. Slightly off course, but it 

was fun weaving through the rocky terrain. 

After the dive, we packed up and headed to 

Fisherman’s Cove, but parking there was 

Divers Cove 

Cresent bay 
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impossible. We continued exploring and found Shaw’s Cove—a spot I have wanted to dive for a long 

time—but after two loops with no luck, we moved on. 

Eventually, we got lucky at Crescent Bay North and managed to take over a spot just as another diver 

was packing up. Of course, we picked his brain for knowledge, and he laid it all out for us. Basically, 

everything west of the pinnacle is reef, and to navigate back, just head east until you hit sand, then 

north to the beach. Simple. 

This beach was beautiful, full of people having fun and taking in the sun. We geared up and made 

our way down two or three flights of stairs—absolutely spectacular with the sun finally out. The 

waves were nearly flat, maybe 0 to 1 foot, with the sun dancing on the water. Water surface temp was 

71 F and 60 F at 40 ft.  

 

We followed the dive plan, and the reef system here was incredible—

you could joyfully get lost in it. We saw some huge lobsters, lush kelp 

beds, curious Garibaldi, some hefty sheepsheads, horn sharks, angel 

sharks and much more. The marine life here was anything but timid. I 

am looking forward to returning in the fall or winter to explore more 

of this part of the California coast when visibility will be better. 

It was about 3 p.m. when we wrapped up, and at this point, there was 

only one thing on my mind—FOOD. All that diving and going up and 

down stairs on an empty stomach gave this boy a huge appetite, and I 

quenched it at Husky's Burgers. 

See you all Sunday June 22 kiddie beach for the intro to kayak diving!  

 

  

 

 

https://scdiving.com/


JUNE 2025 
    

14 
channelislandsdivers.org 

 

Book of the Month 

 
Diary of a Sea Captain’s Wife 

By Margaret Holden Eaton 

This is an incredible story of a Canadian woman named Margaret who married a Santa Barbara sea captain. 
The diary details her experiences Living on Santa Cruz Island in the early to mid-twentieth century This book 
illustrates how rugged “island life” was in that time period.  It encompasses boat building, shipwrecks, rum-
running, commercial fishing, ranching, as well as several lives lost to drownings. It's a Channel Islands history 
classic and a fascinating read. 

The author and her husband were well known in the early part of the 20th century as operators of the Pelican 
Bay Camp on Santa Cruz Island. Beginning with small-scale commercial fishing, seal hunting, and passenger 
charters, the Eatons gradually developed a unique resort. – Steve Peterson 
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The Next Club Boat Dive 
Where: Spectre to Flame Reef, Santa Cruz Island 
Depart from: Ventura Harbor, Ventura 
When: Friday, June 13, 2025 
Time: Boarding at 6:00 am Friday, departing at 7:00 am and back to dock at 4:00 pm. 
Cost: $220.00 includes 3 dives, lunch and air. Limited to 25 divers 
Note: Club members receive a 10% Discount 
 
ALL TRIPS are weather-dependent  
 
If you have any questions, please get in touch with Ken at 
info@channelislandsdiveadventures.com or call (805) 469-7288 
 
About Flame Reef 
Flame Reef is a rocky area with a healthy kelp forest and a high spot that is about 45’ deep. The north side is 
sloped leading down to boulders with rocky structures and depths to about 80’ and the south side levels out 
some with smaller boulders and sand at depths of about 45’. here you will find lots of gorgonians, nudibranchs, 
invertebrates, some lobsters along with rockfish, kelp bass, smaller lingcods, and some large sheepshead.   
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Board of Directors 
Delbert Stewart: President    Laura Forsyth: Webmaster    

president@channelislandsdivers.org    webmaster@channelislandsdivers.org 

Bill Weinerth: VP/speaker seeker    Laurie Hennessy: Raffle coordinator 

vicepresident@channelislandsdivers.org  raffle@channelislandsdivers.org 

Rob Marion: Secretary     Rob Johnson: Membership coordinator 

secretary@channelislandsdivers.org   membership@channelislandsdivers.org 

Ann Hoagland: Treasurer     Franklin Murphy: Newsletter editor 

treasurer@channelislandsdivers.org   editor@channelislandsdivers.org 

Dive coordinator email:     Steve Peterson: Librarian 

dive@channelislandsdivers.org    library@channelislandsdivers.org 

 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP:  112 

Membership Policy:  Club policy is to drop members from the roster THREE MONTHS AFTER 

                                                       MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION. 

Membership Prices:  Renewing Membership:   Single = $30; Family = $45 

             New Membership:  Single = $40; Family = $55 
Please mail renewals to:  CID Membership, P.O Box 5801, Ventura, CA  93005 

Renew by Zelle:  cidtreasurer92@gmail.com 
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