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NEXT CLUB MEETING: MAY 21th 2025 
BLACK BEAR DINER 
2401 EAST HARBOR 
VENTURA CA 93003 

 
Social and Dinner: 6:00 PM 
Meeting: 6:30 PM 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By club president 

Delbert Stewart 
 

By Your President-in-Fins 

Welcome to May! Summer is just around the corner — hooray! I will 
spare you my weather predictions (as many of you have already noticed, my 
spider senses have been letting me down lately), but we did get a beautiful 
preview of warmer days this past Sunday, May 11. The sunshine made for a 
perfect Mother’s Day, and I want to give a heartfelt thank you to all the 
amazing scuba moms in our community. You have helped raise some 

fantastic divers, and we are very lucky to have you.         

Now, let us dive into some exciting club news. Our 2025 Photo and Video Contest is officially open for 
submissions! Whether you have been capturing epic reef dives, funny fish faces, or magical topside moments, 
this is your chance to show them off. You have plenty of time to either shoot something new or dig through your 
dive logs for the perfect entries. First and second place winners will have their work printed as an 8x10 and 
professionally framed, complete with a custom brass plaque featuring your name, award title, and placement. 
We are selecting frames to ensure your artwork is beautifully displayed. 

And now, on to something just as exciting — CID Board Elections are just around the corner. If you have 
ever thought about volunteering this is your chance. The election will take place in September, and new board 
terms will begin in October. All positions are open, so whether you are new to club, a seasoned veteran or a 
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current board member, there is room for you to get involved. Some current board members may choose to run 
again, but ultimately it comes down to a vote. We will be sending more reminders months to come, and this 
newsletter includes the nomination forms if you would like to check them out early. 

Moving forward, we have three exciting beach dives coming up! First up is Nicholas Canyon. If you are 
not familiar with it, it is one of my favorite sites when conditions are nice. On my last dive there, the kelp was 

tall and healthy, and there were plenty of fish       — a real treat. I will not be attending this one myself, as I will 
be off scorching in the Arizona heat. However, fear not — Rob Johnson will be there to lead the dive. 

Next, we head to Palos Verdes for a beach dive on June 1, which coincides with the Scuba Show ( 31st 
& 1st). This is a great opportunity to explore a new dive spot in the morning and still make it to the show. It is 
shaping up to be an awesome month for diving. 

We are also heading to Picnic Beach in Laguna on June 7. Laguna is beautiful, and this dive will double 
as a scouting expedition for future club adventures. I am especially looking forward to exploring more of this 
area — there is so much to see and enjoy. 

Also in June, mark your calendars for Saturday, June 21 — the weekend following our board meeting — 
for an Introduction to Kayak Diving, led by none other than Mark Thompson. The goal of this event is to give 
everyone a solid overview of what is needed to successfully dive from a kayak. By the end of the session, you 
will know which types of kayaks are suitable (and which ones to avoid), how to rig your gear, and — most 
importantly — how to avoid losing your kayak while you are underwater. (Now that would be a story!) If you do 
not have a kayak, do not worry. Sign up at this Months meeting, and I will do my best to find one for you. Just be 
sure to sign up at the meeting so we have time to make arrangements. Also, you are more than welcome to just 
attend the intro on shore if you like.  

And last but certainly not least — we have one ticket left for Bonaire! 

So whatever plans you might have had for October... cancel them and come join us! Just imagine it: an 
entire island to drive, dive, and explore — all in the warm, turquoise waters of the Caribbean. Perfect 
conditions, breakfast at Sebastiana’s (included), coconuts, unlimited shore diving, and yes — a truck to haul 
your gear from dive site to dive site. Then we swing by the Cadushy Distillery to investigate the local spirits 

(strictly for research, of course        ). 

We will encounter flamingos and make tacos out of them, wander through the colorful towns, explore 
the pink lake flats, and relax on the beach under the sun with a cold drink and your favorite tunes. Oh yes — 
and I will be scouting local food spots. There might even be a kayak ride through the mangroves if we get lucky. I 
can already see it — eyes closed, huge smile on my face, soaking in the beauty of what is sure to be an 
unforgettable scuba adventure. I cannot wait! 

~Del 
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RAFFLE WINNERS 
April 16th 2025 

Murphy Brothers win! And Rexy!  
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May Speaker 

Tyler Buckingham 

Blue Robotics 

 

"Exploring the Depths: Blue Robotics & the Future of ROV Diving" 
The world of diving is evolving, and ROVs are playing a growing role in 
underwater exploration, 

research, and recreation. In this presentation, I’ll introduce Blue 
Robotics, a company making high-quality, low-cost marine robotics 
that are expanding access to the underwater world. I’ll also dive into 
Bubble Time, an initiative focused on integrating ROVs into the diving 

community — whether for 
scouting dive sites, capturing 
unique footage, or increasing 
dive accessibility.  
 
Joining me will be Asher Bayless and Larsen Meckstroth, two student 
interns working on ROV-based experiences for divers, eco-tourism 

operators, and recreational boaters. Together, we’ll showcase real-world applications of Blue Robotics’ 
technology and discuss how ROVs complement traditional diving, offering new ways to explore and interact 
with the underwater environment. 
 
Whether you're a seasoned diver, a marine enthusiast, or just curious about underwater technology, this talk 
will provide insight into the growing intersection of diving and robotics. 
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Tyler Buckingham 
Tyler Buckingham is a strategist and storyteller in the marine technology space, leading Blue Economy Strategy 
& Engagement at Blue Robotics. With a background in ocean and coastal industries, he has developed 
initiatives like Bubble Time, which explores how ROVs can enhance recreational diving, and Grow Line, which 
brings marine robotics into regenerative aquaculture. 
 
Tyler’s work focuses on making ocean technology more accessible, whether through education, professional 
applications, or recreational experiences. He is also an award-winning podcast producer and the former co-
host of The American Shoreline Podcast Network, where he highlighted diverse voices in the blue economy. 
 
Based in Ojai, CA, Tyler is passionate about connecting people with the ocean through technology, exploration, 
and storytelling. 
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GULL 

ISLAND DIVE 

ADVENTURE 
Written by: Rexy  

 

Situated on the south side of Santa Cruz Island, in a marine 
protected area (MPA) we traveled aboard the Spectre Dive boat to 
a small rocky outcrop known as Gull Island. A nice sized pos of 
dolphins guided us toward the rocky reefs and kelp forests which 
abound this more than six square miles of diving habitat.  

At all three dive locations, a considerable surge was present, 
however, the underwater wildlife at Gull Island delivered. Large 
California Sheephead was found everywhere. Some of the males 
were among the largest I have ever 
seen and there were plenty of kelp 
bass, garibaldi, and other schooling 
fish as well. Fairly large California 
Spiny Lobsters were tucked into 
crevices along the reef. I was 
pleasantly surprised to see two octopus near one another and 
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further enjoyed a variety of nudibranchs, a sea star, and urchins 
along with an abundance of corals and sponges, but alas the 
purple hydrocoral eluded me.  

During all the dives the sea lions came out of play but not a 
seal was in sight. The highlight of the dive was that I had the great 
pleasure of getting to spend it with two Dive Club Members, Ken 
and my friend Storm who also celebrated her birthday with us that 
day. We made a lot of new friends among the small diving group 
and some of us enjoyed a hot soak in the hot tub on the boat 
before heading back.  

The return trip did not fail to provide a 
giant Mola Mola cruising by our boat 
followed by a showing of two-humpback 
whales, a momma and her calf, as they 
jumped and splashed ahead of us and 
continued their display for a short time 
before we sailed back to the harbor. This is 

a dive location worth a repeat visit.  
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The Next Club Boat Dive 
Where: Spectre to Flame Reef, Santa Cruz Island 

Depart from: Ventura Harbor 

When: Friday, June 13, 2025 

Time: Boarding at 6:00 am Friday, departing at 7:00 am and back to dock at 4:00 
pm. 

Cost: $220 includes 3 dives, lunch and air. Limited to 25 divers  

ALL TRIPS are dependent on weather 

 

Note: Club members receive a 10% discount.  

If you have questions, please get in touch with Ken at  

info@channelislandsdiveadventures.com or call (805) 469-7288 

 

Flame Reef 
Is a rocky outcropping with a 
healthy kelp forest and a high spot 
that is about 45’ deep. The north 
side is sloped leading down to 
boulders and rocky structures and 
depths to about 80’ and the south 

side levels out with some smaller boulders and sand at depths of about 45 feet. 
You can find lots of gorgonians, nudibranchs, invertebrates, lobster, rockfish and 
lots of macro. 

mailto:info@channelislandsdiveadventures.com
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$810 Non-Diver 

ONE SPOT 
LEFT 
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EASTER DIVE and HUNT 
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Book of the Month 

 
 

Ship of Gold 

In The Deep Blue Sea 

Written by Gary Kinder 

This book tells the amazingly true tale of salvaging gold from a 131-year-
old shipwreck in 8,000 feet of water nearly 200 miles from the Carolina 
Coast. The SS Central America, a 280-foot sidewheel steamer was 
carrying 578 crew and passengers returning from the California gold 
fields when she went down in a hurricane. Only 153 passengers survived 
making it the worst maritime disaster in U.S. History at the time.  
 
“Ship of Gold” is an incredible story of the search, salvage, and court 
battles over “America’s greatest treasure ship”. On September 12, 1857, 
the SS Central America sank while transporting about 30,000 pounds of 
gold. In 1988, treasure hunter Tommy Thompson found the wreck and 

made off with the gold, but the story didn’t end there.  
 
I found parts of the Ship of Gold extremely interesting and other sections hard to wade through. The gold rush 
history and hurricane were great, while the financing, technology of the (ROV) remotely operated vehicle, and 
achievements of Tommy Thompson were rather dry. I felt that the author went into extreme detail describing 
many items which were of little significance.  
 
The main character in “The Ship of Gold” is Tommy Thompson. He is portrayed in “Ship of Gold” as an almost Super-Hero-figure.  
It was interesting to discover that after this book was written, Thompson was sued by several investors who had provided $12.5 million 

in financing and by several crew members. In 2009, he had an offshore account in the Cook Islands of $4.16 million.  Thompson went hiding in 
2012. In January 2015, he was located by U.S Marshals and was extradited to Ohio to provide an accounting of the expedition profits. As of 
February 2025, Tommy Thompson had served nearly 10 years in prison and was still serving time for contempt of court.     (Book reviewed by 
Steve Peterson) 
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Palos Verdes Dive - June 1st 2025 
WHITE POINT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are meeting at Palos Verdes, June 1st at 8 a.m., then heading over to the Scuba Show. There 
will be a sign-up sheet at the meeting for anyone who would like to carpool.  
Parking: 2117 W Paseo Del Mar, San Pedro, CA 90732 
 

Unknown to many are the hot-water volcanic vents off Palos Verdes. Is Palos Verdes an active 
volcano? Not exactly. Actually, not at all. But at White Point you can see something truly unusual 
in California diving — underwater hot springs. 
Many have likely seen fascinating documentaries on TV about the discovering incredible 
ecosystems that gather in the deep ocean purely supported by huge underwater volcanic vents. 
These ecosystems are extremely complex with hundreds of species. While tiny in comparison, a 
similar eco-system is happening off White Point. Bacteria live and thrive in the warm waters and 
nutrients bubbling up from deep in the earth’s crust. White fungus in turn feeds on this bacteria 
and its waste. Underwater, it is near these areas of white fungus that you can find the hot springs. 
The term “hot” is a bit of an exaggeration. While you can take your glove off and feel the warm 
water at some of the larger springs, the temperature difference is minor and the vents do very 
little to change the water temperature in the cove.   
White Point has some interesting history. It is the earliest dive site explored along the California 
coastline. In 1898 Japanese hard-hat divers discovered plentiful abalone and lobster in Issei Cove 
and along the nearby coastline and began harvesting operations. Those same early Japanese 
immigrants (Issei means “immigrant”) also discovered the hot springs and a resort was built with 
a saltwater pool and dance hall. It prospered through the 1920’s until the storms, depression and 
eventually WWII took its toll and the resort was closed. Ruins of the old resort can still be seen 
along the shoreline today. 

https://cadivingnews.com/dive-spots/white-point/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/HZsg4bd2pYL1aHUf9
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For shore divers, the benefit to these early developments is the road that was built years ago that 
leads right down to the water’s edge. The Palos Verdes Peninsula has some excellent shore diving, 
but there is no place to drive right to the water’s edge except here. 
 
White Point and Issei Cove lie within the Royal Palms State Beach (1799 Paseo Del Mar, San 
Pedro). Follow Western Avenue to its end and as the road veers to the left at its intersection with 
Paseo del Mar you will find the park. Parking at the bluff portion of the park is metered. Bring a 
few coins to drop in the meter and take some time to look over the dive site from high above. 
Entrance to the beach portion is the road down the hill and with admission of $7. The gate closes 
at 6 p.m. Once down the hill turn to your left to head to White Point, Issei Cove and the main 
diving area. There are facilities in the park but unfortunately are not at the White Point diving 
area but to the west in the Royal Palms section. Parking is limited and then it is a short walk to 
the Issei Cove water entry area. Water entry is over slippery stones and best done at high tide. 
This can be a tricky water entry and when exiting, do so only in conditions of low surf. 
In addition to the underwater hot springs there are interesting reefs and small kelp forests to 
explore. While the diving here is not as good as other parts of Palos Verdes, it does have its 
merits. Near shore there are interesting rock structures and boulders, some quite huge with lots 
of stars, urchins and fish. Within the cove and toward the wash rock to the left of center, there 
are the big boulders, and valleys and crevices between that make for interesting exploration in 
depths of 15 to 20 feet depending on the tides. There is a small kelp forest near the wash rock. 
Better kelp lies to the west off the point and just a short distance outside the cove. Depths here 
are 25 to 35 feet. You will find señoritas, opaleye, surf perch, garibaldi and calico bass. Some of 
the calicos are of decent size if you are interested in hunting. Lobsters are present under a few of 
the ledges but they are all small. 
White Point is a great and easy way to beach dive the famous reefs of Palos Verdes. And with 
the bonus of the submerged hot springs, there is a great opportunity to see something that is 
truly unusual in California’s underwater world. 
 
Dive Spot At A Glance 
Location: At the end of Western Ave. San Pedro on the Palos Verdes Peninsula. 
Access and Entry: A short drive down to water’s edge and then a short walk to the water 
entry area. Take time on the bluff above to check out water conditions. Water entry can be 
tricky over slippery boulders and is best done at high tide. 
Depths: 15 to 35 feet. 
Visibility: Averages 10 to 15 feet. 
Skill: Intermediate with rocky surf entry and exit experience required. 
Photography: Good but it is tough to bring camera in and out over rocks. 
Hunting: A few fair sized calico bass. Lobsters are here but all are small. 
Hazards: Entry and exit can be tough over slippery rocks. 
Facilities: None in this section of the park. 
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the meeting 



MAY 2025 
    

21 
channelislandsdivers.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAY 2025 
    

22 
channelislandsdivers.org 

 

 



MAY 2025 
    

23 
channelislandsdivers.org 

C A L E N D A R 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 
Delbert Stewart: President    Laura Forsyth: Webmaster    

president@channelislandsdivers.org    webmaster@channelislandsdivers.org 

Bill Weinerth: VP/speaker seeker    Laurie Hennessy: Raffle coordinator 

vicepresident@channelislandsdivers.org  raffle@channelislandsdivers.org 

Rob Marion: Secretary     Rob Johnson: Membership coordinator 

secretary@channelislandsdivers.org   membership@channelislandsdivers.org 

Ann Hoagland: Treasurer     Franklin Murphy: Newsletter editor 

treasurer@channelislandsdivers.org   editor@channelislandsdivers.org 

Dive coordinator email:     Steve Peterson: Librarian 

dive@channelislandsdivers.org    library@channelislandsdivers.org 

 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP:  109 

Membership Policy:  Club policy is to drop members from the roster THREE MONTHS AFTER 

                                                       MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION. 

Membership Prices:  Renewing Membership:   Single = $30; Family = $45 

             New Membership:  Single = $40; Family = $55 
Please mail renewals to:  CID Membership, P.O Box 5801, Ventura, CA  93005 

Renew by Zelle:  cidtreasurer92@gmail.com 

MAY 
1 – Beach Dive -Malibu Road 

Beach Dive 

21 - Club Meeting 

Speaker: Channel Islands 

Naturalist Corps 

24 – Beach Dive - Nicholas 

Canyon, Malibu  

26 - Board Meeting 

JUNE 
7 – Beach Dive - Picnic Beach 

Laguna Beach 

18 - Club Meeting 

Speaker: UPDATE with White 

Abalone Moss Landing Marine 

Labs 

21 – Intro to Kayak Diving with 

Mark Thompson at Kiddie Beach, 

Oxnard 

23 - Board Meeting 

JULY 
5 – Beach Dive – Leo Carillo 

16 - Club Meeting 

Speaker: Darvil McBride 

19 –Beach Dive – Leo Carillo 

21 - Board Meeting 

AUGUST 
2 – Beach Dive - Point Lobos 

20 - Club Meeting 

Speaker: TBA 

23 – Beach Dive - Big Rock Beach 

25 - Board Meeting 

SEPTEMBER 
6 – Beach Dive - Point Lobos 

17 - Club Meeting 

Speaker: TBA 

20 – Beach Dive - La Jolla Shores  

22 - Board Meeting 

OCTOBER 
8 – Beach Dive - Point Lobos 

15 - Club Meeting 

Speaker: TBA 

18 – BONAIRE!  

20 - Board Meeting 
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