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By club president 
Delbert Stewart 
 
Greetings and salutations, Channel Islands Divers! 

The dry season is here, and that can only mean one thing for us—more days 
at the beach. My goodness, I already forgot what hot weather feels like. I am 
craving that kind of sun that warms you right through while you are stretched 

out on the sand after a dive, cooling off with an ice-cold lemonade         and 
hanging with my favorite people… you. We have earned it after all the gray, 
rainy days. Let us soak it in. 

We had a little preview of that perfect-weather energy on our 
recent trip to Scorpion Anchorage and let me tell you—it was one 
of those rare, unforgettable days. The ocean was glassy, the skies 
were blue, and just when we thought it could not get any better, a 
pod of humpbacks decided to crash the party. They mugged the 
boat, spy hopping and lunging like they were putting on a private 

 

Photo: Franklin Murphy 
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show just for us. The captain even said, “Yes, it 
happens… but not often.” One of those moments 
reminds you how lucky we are to call this coastline 
home. 

Back on land, we have some fun things brewing—
our Easter Egg Hunt is happening this weekend, and 
yes, it is both above and below the surface 
(because why not make a holiday salty?). As a 
special treat, we will have a table set up for egg 
decorating, so bring the kids—or channel your inner 

child and join in       . This day is all about switching it 
up, doing something playful with scuba, and enjoying a classic beach BBQ. There will be eggs hidden along the 
shore and tucked away underwater, so if you are free, come out and join us. It is going to be egg—straordinary. 

Then, on May 31 and June 1, we are off to the Scuba Show. Woohoo! I do not know if you have noticed, but our 
photo has been featured for two years in a row in the official Scuba Show magazine. Is that not cool? We are 
basically famous at this point. So do not be surprised if some stranger walks up and asks for your autograph. 
Keep your pens handy. 

Moreover, to make the trip even more worth your time, we are planning a dive at Palos Verdes on the morning of 
June 1, right before heading over to the show, which opens at 10 AM. I did this once before with the club about 
five years ago—so it is time for a retake. It is going to be a full day of underwater adventure, gear envy, and good 

company. Like Laura Forsyth says, the Scuba Show is 
basically Comic-Con for divers. Top vendors will be 
offering great discounts on gear, and the seminars 
are phenomenal—all for just $35. So, if you have 
never been, this is your chance to join the fun. Come 
geek out, hang out with us, and build some new cool 
memories together. 

See you all this coming Wednesday, when we will 
have the pleasure of welcoming the award-winning 
~ċƖťШÉƣƖŔĦťũċŰĬ for what promises to be an 
unforgettable presentation on underwater 
photography. 

Mark is an acclaimed professional whose stunning work has been featured in National Geographic, BBC 
Wildlife, and dozens of other top publications around the world. Just in time for the kickoff of our ÂőŸƣŸШ
9ŸŰƣĲƚƣ, he will be sharing his knowledge, passion, and incredible imagery with us. 

So swing by, get inspired, and learn from one of the best in the business. Come ready to be amazed by the 
beautiful, hidden world beneath the waves.  

https://www.markstrickland.com/index
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APRIL SPEAKER 

MARK STRICKLAND 
 
Mark Strickland has been a long time friend of CID, and has 
served as judge for our Photo Contest several times in the past! 
 
His life-long interest in the sea has included over 10,000 dives and 
careers as a lifeguard, boat captain and scuba instructor. His 
passion for underwater photography has led him to many top dive 

destinations, including Thailand, where he spent 17 years as Cruise Director / Photo-Pro on a 
series of live-aboard vessels, including the well-known  Ocean Rover. He currently lives in 
California, but specializes in the tropical Indo-Pacific, including Indonesia, Philippines, India, 
Thailand and Myanmar, as well as many other destinations worldwide. 
 
Mark's favorite subjects range from tiny nudibranchs 
to reefscapes to big animals like sharks and whales. 
Throughout his body of work, Mark strives to reveal 
the essence of his subjects, with an emphasis on 
color and form, as well as unusual behavior and 
interspecies relationships. He also seeks to create 
awareness of marine conservation issues by focusing 
on threatened species and delicate habitats, many of 
which are disappearing at an alarming rate. An avid 
marine naturalist, Mark has discovered several 
nudibranch species, including his namesake, Halgerda stricklandi. 
 
Mark's images and articles have appeared in dozens of magazines and books around the world, 
including BBC Wildlife, Blancpain's Edition Fifty Fathoms, Conde Nast Traveler, Geo, National 
Geographic World, Natural History, Nature's Best, Outside, and most major dive magazines. 

Mark is also co-author and primary photographer of 
Lonely Planet's award-winning book,  Diving and 
Snorkeling Thailand. His images have also been 
featured at the Smithsonian Institution, United 
Nations Visitor Center, and galleries including the G2 
in Venice, CA. Mark is also a popular speaker, regularly 
presenting topics like marine conservation, marine life 
behavior, u/w photo techniques, and various dive 
destinations. Currently, he partners with Los Angeles-
based Bluewater Travel to lead several trips each year 

https://www.amazon.com/Lonely-Planet-Diving-Snorkeling-Thailand/dp/1864502010/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VCDD54QNHNYZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dkGmNwTahCDox7pFQxGPjZb42fwWKT1rX5vCm56Qf_JQpSy2of4LPNKj_j9c0lAlJ_2p5feBVJ18OluGeNYyUwuWGKuC5LaNpFAB_HJY1so.hpWCRMi2tfLWGGJ_48gEIko1jOHqp5URgwqNfPvkdDA&dib_tag=se&keywords=Diving+and+Snorkeling+Thailand+lonely+planet&qid=1743446349&sprefix=diving+and+snorkeling+thailand+lonely+planet%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Lonely-Planet-Diving-Snorkeling-Thailand/dp/1864502010/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VCDD54QNHNYZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dkGmNwTahCDox7pFQxGPjZb42fwWKT1rX5vCm56Qf_JQpSy2of4LPNKj_j9c0lAlJ_2p5feBVJ18OluGeNYyUwuWGKuC5LaNpFAB_HJY1so.hpWCRMi2tfLWGGJ_48gEIko1jOHqp5URgwqNfPvkdDA&dib_tag=se&keywords=Diving+and+Snorkeling+Thailand+lonely+planet&qid=1743446349&sprefix=diving+and+snorkeling+thailand+lonely+planet%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-1
https://www.bluewaterdivetravel.com/
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to his favorite dive destinations, works as an 
equipment specialist at Bluewater Photo, and 
teaches u/w photography in person and remotely 
via Bluewater University.  
  
In addition to representation by several stock 
photo agencies, Mark operates his own photo 
library, Mark Strickland 
Photography, www.markstrickland.com. 

 
 
 

RAFFLE WINNERS 
March 19th 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bluewaterphotostore.com/
https://www.bluewateru.com/
https://www.markstrickland.com/index
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RAFFLE PRIZES 

For April 16th Club Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9őċůĤĲƖШ?ċǃШΞΜΞΡ is the United States’ largest single-
day scuba charity event—and a vital fundraiser for 
the 9ċƣċũŔŰċШcǃƓĲƖĤċƖŔĦШ9őċůĤĲƖ, ensuring it 
remains operational ΞΠоΤоΟΣΡ to protect the diving 
community. 

cŸƽШƣŸШ]ĲƣШfŰƻŸũƻĲĬ 
Choose your way to participate in this year’s event: 
9őċůĤĲƖШ?ċǃа Experience two dives and a tour of the 
Chamber. 
ÑőĲШ[ũǃŔŰŊШ?ƨƣĦőůċŰа Perfect for non-divers or those 
staying on land. 
ÑőĲШ9őċůĤĲƖШ9őċũũĲŰŊĲа Make a direct donation to 
support our mission. 
9őċůĤĲƖШEƻĲŰŔŰŊа Enjoy a formal dinner at 
the ƕƨċƖŔƨůШŸŉШƣőĲШÂċĦŔǯĦ. 
 

Join the Mission 

SIGN UP 

https://dornsife.usc.edu/hyperbaric/chamber-day/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/hyperbaric/flying-dutchman/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/hyperbaric/chamber-challenge/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/hyperbaric/chamber-eve/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/hyperbaric/chamber-day/
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$810 Non-Diver 
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WHEN: April 19th, 2025 EASTER EGG HUNT DIVE 

WHERE: Carpinteria, Santa Barbara 

TIME: 8:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN: May 3rd, 2025  

WHERE: Broad Beach, Malibu 

TIME: 8:00 AM  
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Dive Report - Channel Islands Divers 
 
Date and Time: March 22nd, 2025, 8:00 AM 
Location: One Thousand Steps, Santa Barbara 
Weather Conditions: Sunny  
Surf Conditions: 1-2 ft waves, Water Temp: 54¯F, Visibility 10ft.  
 

 

 
 

Dive Report - Channel Islands Divers 
  
Date and Time: April 5th, 2025 8:00 AM 
Location:  Scorpion Anchorage, Santa Cruz Island  
Weather Conditions: Sunny, 70̄F   
Surf Conditions: 1 ft waves, Water Temp: 54¯F, Visibility ft. 20-30 ft. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The beach dive this day was a bust but they still managed to 
have a good time. They went to Douglas Family Preserve in 
Santa Barbara which was 4 min from the dive site. Awesome 
views of the ocean and lots of dogs and things going on. 
Breakfast was had at Lazy Acres and a nice chat.  

One of the more awesome crossings to the Channel Islands. 
When we were at the drop on the south side of the channel, we 
were met by 5 humpback whales where we were “mugged”, and 
they were spy hopping on us for a good 30-40 min until the next 
Island Packer boat came and distracted them so we could get 
to the island. We got into the beach dive where we dove the two 
pinnacles just right out front to the east. We saw lots of life and 
lots of pictures were taken. Lots of macro and fish were 
photographed. After that, some of us headed toward Potato 
Harbor overlook. After that we got back on the boat and saw 
more whales and a mega pod of dolphin. An epic day to say the 
least.  
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Book of the Month 

 
7xÖEШì ÑEÅШ]§x?Ш

ÅÖÉc 
By Tom Kendrick 

   This book is really a FUN fast paced 
read.  It is a true story of a Santa Barbara 
Sea Urchin diver’s adventures and 
misadventures.  Inside џ7ũƨĲЮìċƣĲƖЮ
]ŸũĬЮÅƨƚő”, you get a taste of the free-
spirited commercial urchin diver 
lifestyle from the 70’s into the 90’s.  This 

book illustrates many interesting urchin fishery situations such as: bends, 
overloaded boats “turning turtle”, boats running aground, shark incidents, 
and the colorful personalities in the fleet. ёÉƣĲƻĲЮÂĲƣĲƖƚŸŰђ 

џÑŸůЮuĲŰĬƖŔĦťѢƚЮĤŸŸťЮƚĲŰĬƚЮƣőĲЮƖĲċĬĲƖЮċĦƖŸƚƚЮƣőĲЮĦőċŰŰĲũЮŔŰЮċЮőŔŊőц
ƚƓĲĲĬЮĤŸċƣеЮƚũċƓƚЮċŰЮċŔƖЮőŸƚĲЮŸŰЮƣőĲůеЮċŰĬЮĬƖŸƓƚЮƣőĲůЮŔŰƣŸЮċЮƚƣƨŰŰŔŰŊЮ
ƽŸƖũĬЮŸŉЮĦŸůƓĲũũŔŰŊЮĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖƚеЮċũƓőċЮƓƖĲĬċƣŸƖƚеЮċŰĬЮƚƓŔŰǃЮĦċƚőЮĦƖŸƓдѠЮЮ
ёÉĦŸƣƣЮcƨũĲƣеЮĲĬŔƣŸƖЮÑőĲЮÉƨƖŉĲƖƚЮsŸƨƖŰċũдђ 

џ7ũƨĲЮìċƣĲƖЮ]ŸũĬЮÅƨƚőЮőċƚЮƣőĲЮĲǂĦŔƣĲůĲŰƣЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮŰĲǂƣЮĬŔƻĲЮĦċƓƣƨƖĲĬЮŔŰЮŔƣдЮfЮ
ĦŸƨũĬЮőċƖĬũǃЮƓƨƣЮŔƣЮĬŸƽŰдѠЮё7ĲƻЮ~ŸƖŊċŰеЮ9ŸŉŸƨŰĬĲƖЮŸŉЮuŔƖĤǃЮ~ŸƖŊċŰЮ?ŔƻĲЮÉǃƚƣĲůƚђ 
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Channel Islands Divers 
GULL ISLAND  

Boat Dive 
Sponsored by: Channel Islands 

Dive Adventures 
Spectre: Friday, May 9, 2025  

- Rob Marion 

Gull Island, Way up the back side of Santa Cruz Island 

If you’ve ever wondered what it might have looked like underwater around our offshore islands 100 years 

ago, I suspect that Gull Island may very well be the closest thing we have. 

This place has not only been a marine reserve for many years, but it’s also very far from what most people 

and most dive boats would consider to be close enough to do often.  It’s 

virtually untouched. 

I’ve only been there once, but I can tell you that what I saw was enough 

to permanently leave an impression I’ll never forget. 

You talk about life…we saw it all…big, big lobster everywhere!  Too bad 

you can’t take them!  There was an abundance of fish. 

I’ve not heard too many divers ever having reported seeing sharks 

underwater.  Well, we saw a couple of them. If this sounds good, you can 

sign up directly on Ken Kollwitz’s website:  Channel Islands Dive 

Adventures. https://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/ 

https://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/
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The Day I 

Became a 

Diver 
-Ann Hoagland 

I did my certification dives for Jimmy 

Harvey at Casino Point in December 

1991. My two prior open water dives 

were at La Janelle. This was long 

before there were nice stairs to walk 

down. At Casino Point back then, you 

climbed down to a rock, sat down and 

put on your fins, and slipped under the 

water.  

 

It was a cold sunny day with cold clear water, and I couldn’t believe my eyes. Casino Point 

was teeming with Calico bass, blacksmith, garibaldis, senoritas and more. The kelp was 

thick and waving gently with the waves. It was like a scene from a documentary movie.  

 

I left Casino Point officially a diver which changed my life forever and for the better.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ann Hoagland – Anacapa Island 1993 
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Scorpion Anchorage Dive and Hike 
Vªr®®j| e·Ī 3ª]|yzr| >¯ª§q· ?jµ«zj®®jª .hr®~ª 

*q]||jz 6«z]|h« ,r´jª« 

The Channel Islands are a very special place to me. When I first 
started surfing the California coastline 37 years ago, I remember looking out 
at the Channel Islands and saying to myself I want to go surf and fish out 
there. I didn’t really start scuba diving until 2022 but I was always in the water 

surfing and freediving. Finding the Channel Islands Divers club has been very good to me for I have met some 
really cool people and we get to do some really awesome adventures including this dive and hike. Now I have 
done the Potato Harbor hike several times and I climbed El Montanon and Devils Peak on Santa Cruz but it 
never gets old and it is always different every time. I’ve gone when its windy, cold, foggy, sunny, hot, but it has 
always been magical. This day was no different.  

 After boarding the boat, we crossed the channel and after the 
first drop off we didn’t see much in whales or dolphins but as we got 
closer to the island where the second drop off was after the shipping 
lanes, we discovered as if they were waiting, a group of humpback 
whales willing to give us a show. They were spy-hopping, showing they 
tails, blowing their whales breath all over the boat. It was something to 
remember. You could almost touch them. As the Island Packers call it, 
we were mugged by the whales to the point where the captain just 
turned off the engines and we sat floating on a beautiful sunny, no 
wind kind of day.  

 After the 8:30 AM outbound met with the humpbacks and our 
boat, we started to move towards Scorpion Anchorage where we all 
helped unload all the Scuba gear. After we unloaded gear onto the 
pier, we wasted no time getting suited up and headed down to the 
water. We were recommended to dive the two small, exposed rocks 

outside the Anchorage. After looking at the Navionics app, I noticed there was reef between the two rocks. We 
saw all sorts of life with good macro. There were lots of sheephead, kelp bass, lobster, gobys, nudibranchs, sea 
stars, abalone, and much more. We dove slow between the two rocks getting some good pictures.  

 As we were getting dressed on the warm day we were 
blessed with, we started to walk towards Scorpion Ranch for 
the hike portion of the day. I went with Rob Marion and his 
family and started to walk towards Potato Harbor overlook. 
Along the way, we saw the Toyon, beautiful grasses, Coreopsis, and Island Morning 
Glory. We got to the overlook, and we were met with beautiful turquoise water with 

minimal wind. Excellent vistas of Santa Cruz Island looking West. Walking back, we pointed out all the 
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diatomaceous earth along the trail whilst looking for the 
elusive Island Fox and Scrub Jays. The Ravens along the 
way were trailing us probably trying to see what trouble 
they can get into. After reaching the end of the 
campground, I thought we were not going to see the fox 
but as I looked in the bushes, there was a Fox grooming 
itself. I got to observe the fox for quite a while which was 
really fun.  

 After a brief stint with the fox, we got in line to get on 
the 4:30 pm boat back to the mainland. Along the way, we 
saw a couple more whales, but the captain was really into 
playing with the mega pod of dolphins along the way. The 
captain was doing circles with the dolphins which made 
them jump through the wake. When we arrived at Ventura 
Harbor, we reflected how awesome the day had been and 
how lucky we are to live where we live and hang out with the 
people that we call the Channel Islands Divers.  
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C A L E N D A R 

Board of Directors 
Delbert Stewart: President    Laura Forsyth: Webmaster    

president@channelislandsdivers.org    webmaster@channelislandsdivers.org 

Bill Weinerth: VP/speaker seeker    Laurie Hennessy: Raffle coordinator 

vicepresident@channelislandsdivers.org  raffle@channelislandsdivers.org 

Rob Marion: Secretary     Rob Johnson: Membership coordinator 

secretary@channelislandsdivers.org   membership@channelislandsdivers.org 

Ann Hoagland: Treasurer     Franklin Murphy: Newsletter editor 

treasurer@channelislandsdivers.org   editor@channelislandsdivers.org 

Dive coordinator email:     Steve Peterson: Librarian 

dive@channelislandsdivers.org    library@channelislandsdivers.org 

 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP:  108 

Membership Policy:  Club policy is to drop members from the roster THREE MONTHS AFTER 

                                                       MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION. 

Membership Prices:  Renewing Membership:   Single = $30; Family = $45 

             New Membership:  Single = $40; Family = $55 
Please mail renewals to:  CID Membership, P.O Box 5801, Ventura, CA  93005 

Renew by Zelle:  cidtreasurer92@gmail.com 
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