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BOTTOM TIMES

By club president

Delbert Stewart

Greetings and salutations, Channel Islands Divers!

The dry season is here, and that can only mean one thing for us—more days
at the beach. My goodness, | already forgot what hot weather feels like. | am
craving that kind of sun that warms you right through while you are stretched
out on the sand after a dive, cooling off with an ice-cold lemonade and

hanging with my favorite people... you. We have earned it after all the gray,
rainy days. Let us soak itin.

We had a little preview of that perfect-weather energy on our
recent trip to Scorpion Anchorage and let me tell you—it was one
of those rare, unforgettable days. The ocean was glassy, the skies
were blue, and just when we thought it could not get any better, a
pod of humpbacks decided to crash the party. They mugged the
boat, spy hopping and lunging like they were putting on a private
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show just for us. The captain even said, “Yes, it
happens... but not often.” One of those moments
reminds you how lucky we are to call this coastline
home.

Back on land, we have some fun things brewing—
our Easter Egg Hunt is happening this weekend, and
yes, it is both above and below the surface
(because why not make a holiday salty?). As a
special treat, we will have a table set up for egg
decorating, so bring the kids—or channel your inner

child and join in . This day is all about switching it

up, doing something playful with scuba, and enjoying a classic beach BBQ. There will be eggs hidden along the
shore and tucked away underwater, so if you are free, come out and join us. It is going to be egg—straordinary.

Then, on May 31 and June 1, we are off to the Scuba Show. Woohoo! | do not know if you have noticed, but our
photo has been featured for two years in a row in the official Scuba Show magazine. Is that not cool? We are
basically famous at this point. So do not be surprised if some stranger walks up and asks for your autograph.
Keep your pens handy.

Moreover, to make the trip even more worth your time, we are planning a dive at Palos Verdes on the morning of
June 1, right before heading over to the show, which opens at 10 AM. | did this once before with the club about
five years ago—so it is time for a retake. It is going to be a full day of underwater adventure, gear envy, and good

company. Like Laura Forsyth says, the Scuba Show is
basically Comic-Con for divers. Top vendors will be
offering great discounts on gear, and the seminars
are phenomenal—all for just $35. So, if you have
never been, this is your chance to join the fun. Come
geek out, hang out with us, and build some new cool
memories together.

See you all this coming Wednesday, when we will
have the pleasure of welcoming the award-winning
~ ¢ | t WE q |fdRwhat promisks to be an
unforgettable presentation on underwater

photography.

Mark is an acclaimed professional whose stunning work has been featured in National Geographic, BBC
Wildlife, and dozens of other top publications around the world. Just in time for the kickoff of our A6 Y q VY W
9vYU al, lid wijl be sharing his knowledge, passion, and incredible imagery with us.

So swing by, get inspired, and learn from one of the best in the business. Come ready to be amazed by the
beautiful, hidden world beneath the waves.
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MARK STRI

Mark Strickland has been a long time friend of CID, and has
served as judge for our Photo Contest several times in the past!

' '\Q His life-long interest in the sea has included over 10,000 dives and
y careers as a lifeguard, boat captain and scuba instructor. His

M passion for underwater photography has led him to many top dive
destinations, including Thailand, where he spent 17 years as Cruise Director / Photo-Pro on a
series of live-aboard vessels, including the well-known Ocean Rover. He currently lives in
California, but specializes in the tropical Indo-Pacific, including Indonesia, Philippines, India,
Thailand and Myanmar, as well as many other destinations worldwide.

Mark's favorite subjects range from tiny nudibranchs
to reefscapes to big animals like sharks and whales.
Throughout his body of work, Mark strives to reveal
the essence of his subjects, with an emphasis on
color and form, as well as unusual behavior and
interspecies relationships. He also seeks to create
awareness of marine conservation issues by focusing
on threatened species and delicate habitats, many of
which are disappearing at an alarming rate. An avid
marine naturalist, Mark has discovered several
nudibranch species, including his namesake, Halgerda stricklandi.

Mark's images and articles have appeared in dozens of magazines and books around the world,
including BBC Wildlife, Blancpain's Edition Fifty Fathoms, Conde Nast Traveler, Geo, National
Geographic World, Natural History, Nature's Best, Outside, and most major dive magazines.

~ Markis also co-author and primary photographer of

- | Lonely Planet's award-winning book, Diving and

8 Snorkeling Thailand. His images have also been
featured at the Smithsonian Institution, United
Nations Visitor Center, and galleries including the G2
in Venice, CA. Mark is also a popular speaker, regularly
presenting topics like marine conservation, marine life
behavior, u/w photo techniques, and various dive

. destinations. Currently, he partners with Los Angeles-
" based Bluewater Travel to lead several trips each year
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to his favorite dive destinations, works as an
equipment specialist at Bluewater Photo, and
teaches u/w photography in person and remotely
via Bluewater University.

In addition to representation by several stock
photo agencies, Mark operates his own photo
library, Mark Strickland

Photography, www.markstrickland.com.

RAFTLE WINNERS
March 19t 2025
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RAITLE PRIZES
For April 16" Club Meeting

Dive Gloves LG

Jon the Mission 96¢a AN W?isthelUmthtEStes’ largest single-
day scuba charity event—and a vital fundraiser for
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remains operational = 1o T ao@rbtEct the diving
community.
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Choose your way to participate in this year’s event:

9 6 ¢ 0 HI1J laBxgeriehce two dives and a tour of the
Chamber.

N6 1JW[ 0! R U NaPéfectdorinontdivers or those
staying on land.
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https://dornsife.usc.edu/hyperbaric/chamber-day/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/hyperbaric/flying-dutchman/
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soNaARERBIJDDY DIVE REORT

OCT 18 - 25, 2025

7-Night Drive ‘'n Dive 6 Boat Dive Package

Includes Breakfast, Free Nitrox and 1 Truck Rental per Unit/
$810 Non-Diver
S1,4.29 per diver / Triple occ. in 2-bedroom apt.

5 ,210 per diver / Quad occ. in 2-bedroom apt.
$70 per person tourist entry tax + $40 marine park fee paid online or on island

Roundtrip airport transfers on Bonaire, 7 nights apartment accommodations
with en-suite bathroom, separate living area, full kitchen, and balcony
or patio, breakfast daily at Blennies Restaurant on site, Free Wi-Fi,
6 days of single-tank boat dives and unlimited shore diving, including
tanks, weights & weight belt, Free Nitrox upgrade for Nitrox certified divers,
and a 7 day truck rental (7 per unit, includes insurance/$250 deductible)

1-bedroom apts. are on ground or upper floor with garden, pool or ocean view
2-bedroom apts. are on upper floor with either garden or pool view

= AIRFARE SOLD SEPARATELY =

PROTECT YOUR VACATION INVESTMENT WITH TRAVEL TRIP INSURANCE
Primary Coverage Travel Insurance -+- Pre-Existing Medical Condition
Emergency Medical Evacuation -«- 24 Hour Trip Protection Services
Trip Interruption -«- Trip Cancellation -«- Cancel for Any Reason
Travel Trip Payment -+- Refundable or Credit Voucher
Choice of Plans -+- Many More Benefits

CHANNEL ISLANDS DIVERS

Ventura County’'s Premier Dive Club (est. 1992)
Ventura County, CA
To join this group trip, Contact Del / 661-373-1532
president@channelislandsdivers.org
www.channelislandsdivers.org

Featured pricing is per person based on occupancy, dates and items as specified. Space is subject to availabity, pricing subject to change without
notice and not guaranteed unti deposit is received. Cost for airfare cannot be guaranteed until purchased and ticketed. Some restrictons may apply.
Travel insurance is strongly recommended

April 2025
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UPCOMING BEACH DIVES
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Beach Dive Reports

Dive Report - Channel Islands Divers

Dat e andMaTriegnBé 2,8:2060 AM
LocatOmen Thousand Steps, Sant s
We at lCeomdi t$ wmrsy

SurCfondi ti-2dnns waves, WatVeird iTdrtg

The beach dive this day was a bust but they still managed to
have a good time. They went to Douglas Family Preserve in
Santa Barbara which was 4 min from the dive site. Awesome
views of the ocean and lots of dogs and things going on.
Breakfast was had at Lazy Acres and a nice chat.

Dive Report - Channel Islands Divers

Date andApTriinhe 2& 3 A M
Locatboor pi on Anchorage, Santa (
Weat Comdi ti GuamlRy,

SurCfondi tlifoonswaves, Wat eirbiTl&dndp {51 LANDPACKER

One of the more awesome crossings to the Channel Islands.
When we were at the drop on the south side of the channel, we
were met by 5 humpback whales where we were “mugged”, and :
they were spy hopping on us for a good 30-40 min until the next ‘

Island Packer boat came and distracted them so we could get m
to the island. We got into the beach dive where we dove the two oy
pinnacles just right out front to the east. We saw lots of life and SINCE 1968
lots of pictures were taken. Lots of macro and fish were

photographed. After that, some of us headed toward Potato

Harbor overlook. After that we got back on the boat and saw

more whales and a mega pod of dolphin. An epic day to say the

least.

channelislandsdivers.org
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Book of |

7xOEWI NEAL
AOEc
By Tom Kendrick
This book is really a FUN fast paced
read. Itis atrue story of a Santa Barbara
Sea Urchin diver’s adventures and
misadventures. Insidey 7 G 2 [JHOI € q
] YUl HOAeuEeba taste of the free-
spirited commercial urchin diver

lifestyle from the 70’s into the 90’s. This
book illustrates many interesting urchin fishery situations such as: bends,

The QOdyssey of a California Sea Urchin Diver

overloaded boats “turning turtle”, boats running aground, shark incidents,
and the colorful personalities inthe fleet. e Equ2 WAL U1 + YUH

uNYGulJUT | RHEHY B FOHY Yt 1Of JUT t HOq 6 Wy KOl 1]
F GIJWT IOHYCc qe ot G ¢ Gt toc UKOe RI 106 Yt IJHOY U KC
sYI G OYNnIORYOGUGGRUNKOAEGE! ¢cHalll t e tOC
EEHRHYqaqloceGlage o] RaVY!l IONSGIJE2 |l nlJl t l0s Yel Ucidipgh

U702 ¢cqldl O] YOIl IOAz2t 6106 ¢t HOq 6 13101+ H
HY2a a1 106 ¢ | 1 {dtadOGra ior KOR@ 6OIodYys b GT 131 t0Y ntou RI A1
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-~/ SCUBA SHOW

.\ THE DIVING EVENT OF THE YEAR!™

TEN REASONS TO GO TO THE SCUBA SHOW

May 31 & June 1 at the Long Beach Convention Center

Why go? 10 reasons why it's totally worth it:

It’s fun! And even more when you go with other club members.
It’s a scene and the vibe is great - kinda like a ComicCon, and everyone there

is passionate about diving. Geek out shamelessly!
Connect with what’s happening here in SoCal - the non-profits, the boats, the
shops, the sites, the people, etc., etc.

Do you want to find out about:

4.

10.

Diving in [enter bucket-list place to dive]? There'll be somebody from/near
there at the show, just waiting for you to walk up and say hello.

[Enter your needed/wanted/coveted item]? Both the item and people
knowledgeable about its use are there.

How to [enter activity]? Look around, there’'ll be somebody who knows.

The seminars! Informative, awe-inspiring, practical/useful, always
interesting. Many are free, no need for a seminar pass (pass is worth it, tho).
So. Much. GEAR. Anything and everything. You can get your hands on it, ask
guestions, sometimes even find killer discounts.

The chance to win fabulous door prizes (worth $$$$!) during the day and at
Saturday night’s party.

The Board is working on ways to make your day at the SCUBA Show even more
fun —carpooling, an onsite potluck lunch, going to the Saturday party together,
an early dive and/or breakfast on Sunday before the show opens at 10 AM.

So - let’s go to the SCUBA Show! Tickets here

channelislandsdivers.org
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GULL |

Boat

Sponsored by:
Di AWdven
Spectre: Froi

= Rob Marion

Gull Island, Way up the back side of Santa Cruz Island

If you’ve ever wondered what it might have looked like underwater around our offshore islands 100 years
ago, | suspect that Gull Island may very well be the closest thing we have.

This place has not only been a marine reserve for many years, but it's also very far from what most people
and most dive boats would consider to be close enough to do often. It's
virtually untouched.

I've only been there once, but | can tell you that what | saw was enough
to permanently leave an impression I'll never forget.

You talk about life...we saw it all...big, big lobster everywhere! Too bad
you can’t take them! There was an abundance of fish.

I've not heard too many divers ever having reported seeing sharks
underwater. Well, we saw a couple of them. If this sounds good, you can
sign up directly on Ken Kollwitz's website: Channel Islands Dive
Adventures. https://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/

11

channelislandsdivers.org

Ch anlnsell ®©n &

C

A S

t
d


https://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/

April 2025

a The L
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S -Ann Hoagland

% | did my certification dives for Jimmy
Harvey at Casino Point in December
& 1991. My two prior open water dives

d were at La Janelle. This was long

‘ before there were nice stairs to walk

‘ down. At Casino Point back then, you
climbed down to a rock, sat down and
. put on your fins, and slipped under the

water.

Ann Hoagland — Anacapa Island 1993

It was a cold sunny day with cold clear water, and | couldn’t believe my eyes. Casino Point
was teeming with Calico bass, blacksmith, garibaldis, senoritas and more. The kelp was

thick and waving gently with the waves. It was like a scene from a documentary movie.

| left Casino Point officially a diver which changed my life forever and for the better.

12
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¥ Breaking News

EASTER BUNNY SIGHTED SCOUTING
SITES OFF CARPINTERIA SB!

: . ®
Sources confirm the magical mammal intends to expand its egg hiding territory
into the marine environment. Nottoo deep, tho - the EB is only OW certifiéd.

CID’s 1st EGGtravaganza Easter Egg Hunt & BBQ

Carpinteria State Beach @ Sat April 19th & 8:30-2
8:30 Gear up, 9:30 Egg Hunt, 12-ish BBQ, 1:00ish Prizes
The Board will grill burgers & dogs, members and guests to bring sides,
snacks, desserts and beverages. Everyone welcome!
Candy and chocolate! ‘Eggtravagant prizes for successful egg hunters!!
Attendance = points towards the next Participation prize drawing!

channelislandsdivers.org
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Scorpion Anchorage Dive and Hike

Var ®®j3alel-zr| >"28q- ?2j |
*qll|ljz 6«z]]|

The Channel Islands are a very special place to me. When | first
started surfing the California coastline 37 years ago, | remember looking out
at the Channel Islands and saying to myself | want to go surf and fish out
there. | didn’t really start scuba diving until 2022 but | was always in the water
surfing and freediving. Finding the Channel Islands Divers club has been very good to me for | have met some
really cool people and we get to do some really awesome adventures including this dive and hike. Now | have
done the Potato Harbor hike several times and | climbed El Montanon and Devils Peak on Santa Cruz but it
never gets old and it is always different every time. I’ve gone when its windy, cold, foggy, sunny, hot, but it has

always been magical. This day was no different.

After boarding the boat, we crossed the channel and after the
first drop off we didn’t see much in whales or dolphins but as we got
closer to the island where the second drop off was after the shipping
lanes, we discovered as if they were waiting, a group of humpback
whales willing to give us a show. They were spy-hopping, showing they
tails, blowing their whales breath all over the boat. It was something to
remember. You could almost touch them. As the Island Packers call it,

we were mugged by the whales to the point where the captain just
turned off the engines and we sat floating on a beautiful sunny, no
wind kind of day.

After the 8:30 AM outbound met with the humpbacks and our

@ boat, we started to move towards Scorpion Anchorage where we all
. helped unload all the Scuba gear. After we unloaded gear onto the
pier, we wasted no time getting suited up and headed down to the

_ water. We were recommended to dive the two small, exposed rocks @
outside the Anchorage. After looking at the Navionics app, | noticed there was reef between the two rocks. We
saw all sorts of life with good macro. There were lots of sheephead, kelp bass, lobster, gobys, nudibranchs, sea
stars, abalone, and much more. We dove slow between the two rocks getting some good pictures.

As we were getting dressed on the warm day we were
blessed with, we started to walk towards Scorpion Ranch for
B the hike portion of the day. | went with Rob Marion and his
family and started to walk towards Potato Harbor overlook.

Along the way, we saw the Toyon, beautiful grasses, Coreopsis, and Island Morning
Glory. We got to the overlook, and we were met with beautiful turquoise water with

m|n|malwmd Excellent vistas of Santa Cruz Island looking West. Walking back, we pointed out all the

14
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diatomaceous earth along the trail whilst looking for the
elusive Island Fox and Scrub Jays. The Ravens along the
way were trailing us probably trying to see what trouble
‘ they can get into. After reaching the end of the
campground, | thought we were not going to see the fox
but as | looked in the bushes, there was a Fox grooming
itself. | got to observe the fox for quite a while which was
really fun.

After a brief stint with the fox, we got in line to get on
the 4:30 pm boat back to the mainland. Along the way, we
saw a couple more whales, but the captain was really into
playing with the mega pod of dolphins along the way. The
captain was doing circles with the dolphins which made
them jump through the wake. When we arrived at Ventura
Harbor, we reflected how awesome the day had been and
how lucky we are to live where we live and hang out with the
people that we call the Channel Islands Divers.

15
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Join us at our monthly beach dives

When: The first Saturday of every month, as well as the Saturday following our monthly club meeting
(which takes place on the 3rd Wednesday of each month), are the beach dive dates.

Meeting time: 8:00: AM

Cost: Usually free, except for parking in some cases.

Location(s): TED, depending on ocean and weather condition

Since this event is free, it's open to both members and non-members,
Non-divers are also welcome—whether you want to snorkel, swim, or just offer land support!
Check Facebook for updates the week leading up to the dive.

¢ Saturday Jan Little Dume

» Saturday Jan Butterfly beach |
*+  Saturday Feb 1 - Silver Strand Beach/ La Jenelle shipwreck Oxnard

» Saturday Feb 22 - Deer Creek & 41st Annual Avalon Harbor Underwater Cleanup
* Saturday March 1 - Veterans Park, Redondo

¢ Saturday March 22 — One thousand step beach, Santa Barbara

*  Saturday April 5— Scorpion Anchorage, Santa Cruz Island

* Saturday April 19 — Refugio state beach, underwater Easter egg hunt

¢ Saturday May 3 — Broad beach

* Saturday May 24 — Nicholas Canyon
* Saturday June 7 - Picnic beach laguna

¢ Saturday June 21— Intro to Kayak Diving. Kiddie beach.
* Saturday July 5 —Leo Carrillo

»  Saturday July 19 — Kayak Dive

¢ Saturday August 2 - Point lobos

* Saturday August 23 - Big rock beach

* Saturday Sep 6 — Refugio BBQ and dive.
¢ Saturday Sep 20 —La Jolla Shores Beach
* Saturday Oct 4 - County line

* Saturday Oct 18 — Bonaire trip

¢ Saturday Nov 1 - Lechuza beach

*  Saturday Nov 22 — Point Dume

* Saturday Dec 6 — Christmas party

¢ Saturday Dec 20 - Last Dive 2025

channelislandsdivers.org
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APRIL MAY JUNE
COLe~28§qg~| OBepir2a\|[CO i\epd\agygd- K~\|CO ilepdéH@elige ' i
*qOh«y\ | g HVexi@«|*q i Vo |V "ilep
CH(y =di ®q]| o ¢O6(y =di ®q]| o &6(y =d i ®q| o
L8i \Ixi®\2ax L®2qgeixyL8i \xi@Ep\|]iy 4«y|/L8i \xi®H* N, unq®p
U\ ®i @ Hp~®~ (~2 8« d\ y ~| i =~«« ;\| g
COKin“og~ "ilep| [0 ilepdé¥mep~y\ « |[¢CO4| ®2 ~ ®~ \ -\ x
"ilep *q il ,\«®i|=\yqd =\2x Np~{8«~|] \®
CB' ~\2igi ®q| o ¢cé' ~\ 2igi ®q| o @T| \ 29

¢66" ~\ 2igi ®q| o

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER
CO iVepOrigri(\agyy|¢O i\VepbHg||i® ; ~d~cO i \epdbHg||li® ; ~d
&G6(y =di ®q]| o ¢a&(y =di ®q]| o CO(y=di®q]| o
LSi \lxi®\ 2" qy =e'2qL8i \IxiNR' L8i \IxiNR'

CH i \epO*igci(\2qyy¢® i \epé*qd iK~ex |¢al i \epé*qo iK~ex
¢C6' ~\ 2igi ®q| o ¢C6' ~\ 2igi ®q| o 66 ~\ 2igi ®q| o

Board of Directors

Laura Forsyth: Webmaster
webmaster@channelislandsdivers.org

Delbert Stewart: President
president@channelislandsdivers.org

Bill Weinerth: VP/speaker seeker
vicepresident@channelislandsdivers.org

Laurie Hennessy: Raffle coordinator
raffle@channelislandsdivers.org

Rob Marion: Secretary
secretary@channelislandsdivers.org

Rob Johnson: Membership coordinator
membership@channelislandsdivers.org

Ann Hoagland: Treasurer
treasurer@channelislandsdivers.org

Dive coordinator email:
dive@channelislandsdivers.org

Franklin Murphy: Newsletter editor
editor@channelislandsdivers.org

Steve Peterson: Librarian
library@channelislandsdivers.org

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 108

Membership Policy: C|l ub pol i cy i s t o THREEMQNTHBAFTER e r S
MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION.
Membership Prices: Renewing Membership: Single = $30; Family = $45
New Membership: Single = $40; Family = $55
Please mail renewals to: CID Membership, P.O Box 5801, Ventura, CA 93005

Renew by Zelle: cidtreasurer32@gmail.com

17
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